
• Check out the City's Stormwater Management
Ordinance No. 670 regarding stormwater
management for construction sites and illicit
discharge on the Community Development web page
at the following link:
https://www.cityofisanti.us/community-development

• Call or visit us!

Stormwater
Management:
Construction
Compliance OverviewCity Hall

110 1st Ave NW    
Isanti, MN 55040 

Phone: 763-444-5512

Why are 
Stormwater Control 
Measures Needed?

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates 
that 20 to 150 tons of soil per acre are lost every year 
to stormwater runoff from construction sites. Controlling 
erosion at construction sites helps keep Isanti’s waters 
clean and reduces costly cleanup expenditure.

Improper Sediment Control Leads to:
Increased local taxes
Cleaning sediment from City stormwater structures is 
expensive and time consuming work.

Lower property values
Sediment build-up can form deltas in lakes and streams, 
trap unsightly trash and debris, and cause hazardous 
situations. Nutrients from this soil can also cause 
unpleasant smells and acute algae growth.

Noxious weed and algae growth
Soil has nutrients, fertilizers, and other pollutants that 
combine with water runoff as it is distrubed. When 
stormwater runoff collects sediment, the nutrients in the 
sediment are deposited in waterways where they fuel 
algae bloom and weed growth.

Poor water recreation and water quality
When water becomes cloudy from sediment loading, the 
turbidity reduces fishes’ ability to thrive, nutrients create 
unpleasant smells, pollutants increase water health risks, 
and can increase lake eutrophication over time.

The City of Isanti has Ordinance No.670 to set standards 
and regulations to reduce and control stormwater pollution 
to protect health, property, and water quality on properties 
where construction activity will disturb land within the city. 
Property owners who have land under construction within 
the City must ensure that sediment and other construction 
debris do not run off the property. Property owners are 
liable for all costs associated with cleanup, damage, and 
installation of pollution control measures.

More information on 
Stormwater Standards



Building Materials_
Paint and chemicals must 

be contained and covered. 
Washing of instruments must 

be contained and the water 
disposed of properly. It is 

recommended to keep a wet/
dry vacuum on site to quickly 

pick up accidental spills.

Perimeter Controls_
Perimeter controls must 

be used to contain rain or 
runoff from leaving the site. 

If perimeter controls are 
damaged by equipment, 
they must be repaired or 

replaced before the next rain 
event. Perimeter controls 

can be temporarily moved 
for equipment, but must be 
put back in place after the 

activity or before a rain event. 
Perimeter controls need to 
be adequately maintained 

throughout the project.

_Washout Area
Wet contruction materials 
should be handled in a washout 
area to prevent chemicals from 
leaching into the soil or running 
into any stormwater structures. 

_Dirt/Grading
Dirt and gravel stockpiles must 
be stabilized no later than 14 
calendar days after not being 
in use. Stabilize bare slopes 
that are not active. For areas 
that are active and exposed, 
the site’s BMPs must be 
able to contain any sediment 
erosion from a rain event. 
Activity should be planned with 
rain events in mind.

_Construction Site 
  Access
The entrance/exit at any 
construction site should not 
track soil. Use a BMP that will 
prevent tracking of soil such as 
gravel with a geotextile liner. 
Be sure to maintain an access 
BMP in congruence with its 
frequency of use. If sediment 
is still reaching the roadway, 
street sweeping may need to be 
implemented. 

Storm Structures_
Storm drains must be 

protected from sediment 
entering at all times. It may be 
necessary to install perimeter 
controls around the structure.

Refuse
Refuse from workers and construction debris must be disposed of 
appropriately, and prevented from littering the site. All refuse should be 
contained in a receptacle that does not leak liquids and is adeuqately protected 
to prevent any trash from leaving the container.

Best Management Practices 
for Construction Sites

Resources
MPCA Guidance for Construction Stormwater
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/guidance-construction-stormwater
Lists great resources for stormwater control measures and BMP 
installation and maintenance.

EPA Construction Resources, Tools, and Templates
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/construction-general-permit-resources-tools-
and-templates
Information on the general permit and professional resources.

International Stormwater BMP Database
http://www.bmpdatabase.org/
Information on BMP options, installation, and maintenance.

UMN Erosion and Stormwater Management
https://www.erosion.umn.edu/certification-courses 
A list of courses and certifications for stormwater management through the 
University of Minnesota.

City of Isanti Stormwater Management Ordinance
https://www.cityofisanti.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif726/f/uploads/stormwater_ordinance_-
_stormwater_management_practices_ordinance_no._670.pdf
Information on the City’s stormwater management ordinance.

Inspection and 
Enforcement Program

The City of Isanti inspects construction sites to ensure that 
all sites where soil is exposed for projects such as building, 
remodeling, or landscaping, operate in compliance with 
state and local clean water regulations. Inspections can 
occur at anytime throughout the project. All stormwater 
control measures need to be in place before land-disturbing 
activity begins.  

Frequently Asked Questions:
How does the inspection process work?
City staff review stormwater control measures in place 
and fill out an inspection report. If control measures 
are adequate and maintained, the site will pass the 
inspection. If the site does not pass the inspection, a 
notice will go out. The letter will state how many days 
you will have to correct any issues. If the issues are not 
corrected by the stated compliance date, the City may 
use a number of strategies to reach compliance including 
but not limited to, stop inspection order, citation and fines, 
and/or abatement with charges incurred to the property.

What if I need more time to correct the stormwater 
control violations?
Please note that because erosion can greatly impact 
water quality, it is vital stormwater control violations 
be corrected as soon as possible. For extenuating 
circumstances, the compliance date can be extended. 
An extension request must be made in written form, by 
email or letter. Requesting an extension waives your right 
to request an administrative hearing if a citation is later 
issued.

My initial stormwater compliance inspection 
passed, why am I getting a warning letter now?
Stormwater controls must be in place throughout the 
construction process. An inspection can occur throughout 
any point of the project. If you receive a second notice 
within a 12 month period, and the property is cited again 
within 12 months from that second notice for the same 
violation, an automatic citation can be issued without prior 
notice.




