
AGENDA 
CITY OF ISANTI 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2022 – 5:00 P.M. 
CITY HALL 

 

 
 
A. Call to Order  
B. Pledge of Allegiance  
C. Roll Call 
D. Public Comment 
 
E. Committee Meeting Items 

1. Agenda Request (Amy and Richard Tschida) 
2. Agenda Request- Tipicos Latinos Restaurant- (Rina Carranza) 
3. Liquor Updates 
4. 3rd Party Payment Service Company Discussion 
5. City Hive Online Sales 
6. Consideration of Draft Interim Ordinance Imposing a Moratorium on the Sale of Certain 

Cannabis Products 
7. Legacy Pines Tree Requirements Discussion 

 
 

F.  Adjournment  
  
 
 
 



To: Mayor Johnson and Members of the City Council 
From: Jaden Strand, City Clerk 
Date: August 16, 2022 
Subject: Agenda Request- Water Disconnect- Fees Attached to Bill 

Background: 
An agenda request form has been received by Amy and Richard Tschida in regards to their water bill and 
its disconnection. Staff’s understanding of the requester is that they are requesting to have some of their 
water bill usage and fees removed due to a water heater leak and to enter into a payment plan for water 
used, not including the estimated water metered from the leak. 

The first leak notice was posted to their door during the billing month of September, 2021 due to gallons 
being used for 24 hours continuously.  The door was posted monthly as having a potential leak through 
July, 2022.  It cannot be determined with certainty how many gallons were actually used by the resident 
and how many gallons were from the potential leak. 

The current charges on the account owed is $2,574.33. 

Here is a summary of charges yet to be added to the account due to taking water without authority: 

Charge 
Two more turn off charges due to water being 
turned on without authority 

$100.00 

Meter reading history to determine usage $50.00 
Public Works Time @ $50/ hr per fee schedule for 
two technicians 

$200.00 

The cost of curbstop repair due to tampering with 
the shut off valve  

TBD 

Memo for COW 

 E.1.





MEMORANDUM 

TO: Committee of the Whole  

FROM: Ryan Saltis, Community Development Specialist 

DATE:  August 16, 2022 

SUBJECT: Agenda Request- Tipicos Latinos Restaurant 

The applicant, Rina Carranza is requesting discussion regarding parking and operating a mobile 
food unit behind their tenant space within the Little North Boutique located at 291 5th Ave NE, Ste 
5.  

The Little North Boutique is in the process of constructing a building at 291 5th Ave NE. This 
building will have tenant spaces on the east side of the building. One of the building’s future 
tenants, Tipicos Latinos, would like to operate a food truck (Mobile Food Unit) in the rear of the 
building for temporary operations of cooking food while the inside kitchen is being constructed. 
The applicants plan to use the inside of the tenant space for a dining area where customers would 
also order their food. Employees would transport food from the mobile food unit to inside the 
building through the rear door and serve to patrons. In order to have an operating dining area where 
food is served, a temporary Certificate of Occupancy would need to be issued by the City’s 
Building Official. This would include having restrooms completed for occupants to use. By having 
the food truck, it would allow the restaurant to open sooner due to delays in permitting and kitchen 
supplies.   

The food truck will need to have a license with the Minnesota Department of Health in order to 
Operate and inspected by the Fire Chief and Building Official. The food truck’s electricity is  
proposed to be hooked up to the building and will need a signed agreement from the property  
owner and approval from the City’s Electrical Inspector. The food truck will be parked on a 
paved surface in the rear of the building and will not cause obstruction of traffic. The mobile  
food unit will not operate within 150 ft of a food service building and is not expected to 
constitute a public nuisance. According to the applicants, the food truck may be parked for over 
the allowed 6-month period depending on the availability of kitchen parts to install. This should 
be in discussion, whether to allow the food truck to be parked in the same place for an extended 
period. The food truck is proposed to be parked on the south side of the building on the service 
drive that circulates one way traffic from east to west. Site Plans for the Little North Boutique 
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display a 20 ft service drive with another 5 ft of walkable space along the south perimeter of the  
building. Twenty-five feet separate the rear of the building and the curb on the south of the site 

Analysis of Application:  Mobile Food Units shall comply with the following requirements set in 
Section 245-10 of the City Code: 
 
§ 245-10 Mobile food units. 
A.  State license. Mobile food units shall hold a valid license from the State of Minnesota 

Department of Health or Department of Agriculture. A license is valid for one vehicle or 
stand. Any conditions of the State Health Department shall be incorporated into the 
license issued under this section. A copy of the license shall be submitted to the City. 

 
B.  Insurance. A certificate of insurance evidencing the following forms of insurance shall be 

submitted to the City: 
(1)  Commercial general liability insurance, including products and completed 

operations coverage, with a limit not less than $1,000,000 for each 
occurrence/$2,000,000 aggregate. 

(2)  Automobile liability insurance with a limit not less than $1,000,000 combined 
single limit. 

(3)  The City of Isanti shall be named as an additional insured and provided with a 
certificate of insurance. 

(4)  A signed statement that the licensee shall defend and indemnify the City, its 
officers and employees for any claims for damage to property or injury to persons 
which may be occasioned by any activity carried on under the terms of the 
license. 

C.  Duration of sales and unit standards. A license shall be valid for one year. The license is 
valid for one vehicle or stand only. The mobile food unit can operate in the same location 
for a time period not to exceed six months. The unit, stand or vehicle must not have rust, 
peeling paint, dents and must be maintained in a professional manner. The vehicle or 
stand must be approved for aesthetics by the city. The license must be displayed in plain 
view on the vehicle/stand. 

https://ecode360.com/36679644#36679644
https://ecode360.com/36679645#36679645
https://ecode360.com/36679646#36679646
https://ecode360.com/36679647#36679647
https://ecode360.com/36679648#36679648
https://ecode360.com/36679649#36679649
https://ecode360.com/36679650#36679650
https://ecode360.com/36679651#36679651


D.  Overnight storage. No overnight storage of a mobile food truck on City property, 
including public rights-of-way, shall be permitted. 

E.  Signs. No mobile food unit shall use exterior signage (unless issued a temporary sign 
permit), flags, feathers, banners, bollards, or any other equipment not contained on or 
within the vehicle or stand. 

F.  Noise and lighting. No shouting, blowing a horn, ringing a bell, or use of any sound 
devices upon any streets, alleys, parks, or other public places of the City or upon any 
private premises in the City shall be permitted. No vendor shall use or maintain any 
outside amplifying equipment, televisions, or similar entertainment devices. Lighting will 
be downcast, concealing light source from view, and must not spill onto adjacent 
properties and rights-of-way. Ice cream trucks traveling through a residential district may 
have outdoor music or noise-making devices to announce their presence. 

G.  Parking. Mobile food trucks must be located on a paved surface. A mobile food unit may 
not operate in a traffic lane, on a sidewalk, or in any location which causes an obstruction 
of traffic, such as queuing of patrons or advancement of vehicles. A pedestrian walkway 
of six feet must be maintained on the service side of the vehicle. 

H.  Hours of operation. Hours of operation shall be allowed from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. In 
the case of an event authorized under a special event permit, the hours will match the 
time period indicated in the permit. 

I.  Waste disposal. Mobile food units shall provide waste disposal, clean up all litter and 
garbage generated by this use and maintain their site in a clean and hazard free condition. 
All waste liquids shall be kept in leakproof, nonabsorbent containers which shall be kept 
covered with tight-fitting lids and properly disposed of. No waste liquids, garbage, litter 
or refuse shall be dumped or drained into the sidewalks, streets, gutters, drains or public 
trash receptacles. The licensee shall be responsible for all litter and garbage left by 
customers. 

J.  Self-containment. Mobile units cannot connect to public utilities unless on private 
property through agreement with the property owner. No power, cable or equipment shall 
be extended at any grade across any City Street, alley, or sidewalk. Any generators must 
be self-contained and any noise created by their operation shall not cause a public 
nuisance, as per Chapter 216, Nuisances. 

K.  Inspections, Mobile units shall comply with all applicable fire codes and may be 
inspected by the City prior to operation. 

L.  Locations. Mobile food units shall only be allowed to operate on private property in 
zoning districts where retail sales are allowed as permitted or conditional uses under the 
City's Zoning Ordinance. Mobile food units may be allowed in public rights-of-way, 
residential zoning districts or park zoning districts in conjunction with an approved 
special event permit. 

https://ecode360.com/36679652#36679652
https://ecode360.com/36679653#36679653
https://ecode360.com/36679654#36679654
https://ecode360.com/36679655#36679655
https://ecode360.com/36679656#36679656
https://ecode360.com/36679657#36679657
https://ecode360.com/36679658#36679658
https://ecode360.com/12460827#12460827
https://ecode360.com/36679659#36679659
https://ecode360.com/36679660#36679660


M.  The mobile food vendor shall not set up in a manner so as to create a traffic hazard and 
shall follow police orders. The mobile food unit shall not have a drive through. Ingress 
and egress to private property shall be through existing driveways only. 

N.  Mobile food units providing external seating must not block any sidewalk or driveway 
area or occupy any required parking spaces. 

O.  Ice cream novelty trucks are allowed to operate within the public right-of-way in 
residential districts. 

P.  Mobile food units are prohibited from vending activities within 150 feet of a food service 
building or within 500 feet of a community event, unless part of the sponsor license 
and/or special event permit for the event. 

Q.  No mobile food unit shall sell alcoholic beverages. 
R.  Mobile food unit vendors shall maintain a fire extinguisher at all times. 
S.  Mobile food vendors shall maintain their immediate sales location in a clean and hazard 

free condition. 
T.  The mobile food vendor shall not operate in such a manner so as to constitute a public 

nuisance. 
 
.  
 
 

The above chart displays the angle of parking in relation to aisle width for one way circulation. If 
the food truck is parked parallel to the south side of the building, it will require a 12 ft minimum 
aisle width for vehicles to pass by on the service drive. This should provide enough space for the 

https://ecode360.com/36679661#36679661
https://ecode360.com/36679662#36679662
https://ecode360.com/36679663#36679663
https://ecode360.com/36679664#36679664
https://ecode360.com/36679665#36679665
https://ecode360.com/36679666#36679666
https://ecode360.com/36679667#36679667
https://ecode360.com/36679668#36679668


food truck to be parked in the rear of the building and still provide an adequate drive width that 
meets the city’s parking regulations. City staff has sketched a model for this plan and is attached 
below:  





Liquor Store Updates 
8/16/22 

New Business: 

1. Gross Sales Numbers
• May 2022 = $502,009.71

o 27.10% profit margin
o + $106,414.32 vs 2021 (+27%)

• June 2022 = $529,302.45
o 26.88% profit margin
o + $133,856.44 vs 2021 (+34%)

• July 2022 = $586,930.67
o 27.15% profit margin
o + $142,4914.12 vs 2021 (+32%)

• YTD through July = $3,176,899.23
o 27.34% Profit Margin
o Averaging 27% sales increase per month vs last year

2. Sales by Category January through July
• Beer 49% 
• Liquor 34% 
• Wine 11% 
• 6% Sales (Pop/Juice/Mix) 3%
• Tobacco 2% 
• Non-Alcoholic 1% 

3. Transaction Count YTD through July is 99,460
4. The billboard on HWY 65 near Cooper’s Corner helps to draw traffic off of the highway.

• Having signage closer to the store would draw even more traffic.
5. MMBA Community Drive for the Isanti Fire District is going well.  For the first time, we’re
giving customers the option to “round up” their total to donate to the cause, and as a result,
we’ve seen a large increase in donations.
6. Customer feedback, both in person and online has been very positive.
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To: Mayor Johnson and Members of the City Council 
From: Pam Dahlheimer, Assistant Finance Director 
Date: August 10, 2022 
Subject: 3rd Party Payment Service Company 

Background: 
The city currently uses Payment Service Network, Inc. (PSN) for 3rd party payment processing. This allows 
the residents to make payments with credit cards in person, online, or over the phone for utility payments and 
for miscellaneous payments i.e., permits. Since incorporating PSN the number of residents enrolled in auto 
pay for utility payments is at 248. Residents frequently make one time credit card payments via phone and in 
person at city hall utilizing PSN. Convenience fees for each transaction are passed along to the resident at the 
time of the credit card transaction and are determined by PSN. There has been no investment by PSN for 
infrastructure or platform to incorporate any new functionality for residents or the city staff since their 
software was implemented, which has resulted in numerous complaints from both residents and staff. 

Resident Complaints 
• Resident account setup is not user friendly
• PSN customer service for the resident is not helpful when residents call
• PSN issues create account changes resulting in late payments for residents
• Residents are requesting a better way to pay online

City Staff Complaints 
• Residents call frustrated regularly for account set up issues
• Software cannot keep record of credit cards for customers making phone payments
• Reporting is not available for utility statements posted
• Customer service does not respond timely to city issues or requests
• PSN has incorrectly uploaded the wrong files multiple times
• Reconciling payments takes more time than necessary due to unexplained deposit amounts and dates
• February 2022 deposit was delayed 5 weeks

Memo for COW 
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Staff reached out to bill pay companies and received a response from Xpress Bill Pay with the following 
options. 
 

• Mobile App 
• Multiple E-bill option 
• Guest checkout 
• Pay by Text 
• Scheduled Payments 
• Auto Pay 
• Real-time online statements and payments 
• Notifications and communication features 
• Customer Support for residents and staff 
• Integrates with Caselle Software 
• Edit auto and scheduled payments 
• Real time reporting capabilities 
• Specially designed reconciliation report for fast reconciling 
• Account or guest payment processing 

 
Resident Fees  
 

Transaction Type PSN Xpress Bill Pay 
 

Credit/Debit Card 
Transaction Fees 

3% + additional $0.50 for $100+ 
payments 

3% + additional $0.50 

EFT or eCheck Payment 
Fees 

$1.10 per transaction $1.00 per transaction 

 
City Fees 
 

Transaction Type PSN Xpress Bill Pay 
 

Recurring Monthly Fees $49.95 $19 + additional $0.25 per 
transaction 

Support Fees No Cost $75.00 per month 
 
PSN is frustrating for residents as well as for city staff due to the lack of functionality.  Xpress Bill Pay would 
be a great option to look further into based on ease of use for residents, as well as a much longer list of 
options available to residents and staff compared to PSN. The features Xpress Bill Pay offer would help 
reduce staff workload and allow staff to provide better service to residents. 
 
 
Request: 
Staff would like direction from Council if they would want to consider a new 3rd party payment service 
company to provide credit card payment services for residents of Isanti and for city staff.  
 
 
 
Attachment: 

• Xpress Bill Pay Quote 2022031501JC 
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To: Mayor Johnson and Members of the City Council 
From: Keith Lusk, Liquor Store Manager  
Date: August 16, 2022 
Subject: City Hive E-Commerce Platform 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Background: 
Staff has been researching companies to add an online platform for the opportunity for customers to 
purchase from the Isanti Liquor store online and pickup when ready.  This is anticipated to increase sales 
and add a greater customer base.  Staff’s research for the two top companies is attached.  

Request: 
Staff is requesting discussion and direction on this item. 

Attachment: 
Rite vs City Hive Comparison 

Memo for Discussion 
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Online Presence and Sales Comparison 

Rite (Cloud Retailer) vs City Hive 

Rite (Cloud Retailer) 

Cost = $2,160 annually 

• Includes domain name (shopisantiliquor.cloudretailer.com)

Website only 

Customers place the order online and pay at the store 

o We verify ID and sobriety before delivering the product curbside

Integrates with Cloud Retailer to have accurate inventory and price with minimal staff 
involvement 

We have to upload pictures of every item 

City Hive 

Cost = $49 a month with 1st 6 months free ($588 annually not including 6 months free) 

• +2.5% transaction total, +2.9% +$.30 Credit Card Processing Fee
• No contract or setup fee
• Does not include domain name ($20 annually – IsantiLiquor.com is available)

Website and App 

Customers place and pay for the order online and pick up at the store 

• We verify ID and sobriety before delivering the product curbside

We can get an email, text, or phone call when an order is placed and paid for 

Integrates with Cloud Retailer to have accurate inventory and price with minimal staff 
involvement 

We do not have to upload pictures of items 

Web Site is very user friendly and shoppable 

We can easily capture customer data and use the website to promote tastings, sales, and 
special events through text and email 

We can use the website to build and implement clubs, like Loyalty, Wine, Bourbon, etc. 



10+ MMBA stores already using City Hive, including many stores of MMBA Board Members 

• As the number of MMBA stores increases, City Hive will lower the 2.5% transaction total 
fee 

o Current customers include Delano Wine and Spirits, St. Francis Bottle Shop, 
Vergas Liquor, Bagley Liquor, Paynesville Liquor and more 

Can easily integrate with 3rd party delivery services 

• Delivery costs passed on to customers 

Will split the cost of coupons/promotions done through the website 

 

In Summary –  

By using City Hive instead of Cloud Retailer, we’ll not only save money up front, but also staffing 
costs.  Product information, including price, and quantity on hand will be automatically 
uploaded from our POS to City Hive.  City Hive also provides pictures for the majority of items.  
With Cloud Retailer, we’d have to spend a lot of time uploading pictures of all products.  City 
Hive is very user friendly, customizable, and shoppable.  We will be paying transaction fees, but 
we’ll see more online sales with City Hive than Cloud Retailer.  City Hive will also give us the 
ability to capture customer data, like phone number, email, shopping habits, etc. that will allow 
us to better spend our marketing focus.  We will be able to promote tastings, sales, new items, 
elusive items, and more.  City Hive will also split the cost of website specific 
coupons/promotions done through the website.  Several other stores, including the current 
MMBA Director’s, use City Hive and have been very happy with the results.   

 

Some current municipal liquor/City Hive websites can be found at: 

https://bagleyliquor.com/ - uses the app function as well 

https://stfrancisbottleshop.com/ 

https://delanowinespirits.com/ 

https://paynesvilleliquor.com/ 

https://bagleyliquor.com/
https://stfrancisbottleshop.com/
https://delanowinespirits.com/
https://paynesvilleliquor.com/


To: Mayor Johnson and Members of the City Council 
From: Josi Wood, City Administrator  
Date: August 16, 2022 
Subject: Consideration of Draft Interim Ordinance Imposing a Moratorium on the Sale of Certain 

Cannabis Products 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Background: 
Beginning on July 1, 2022, it became legal to sell certain products containing delta-9 THC (“THC 
Products”) in Minnesota. The Act allows THC Products to be sold if certain requirements are met 
including that there are not more than 5mg of THC per dose and 50mg of THC per container; the 
purchaser is at least 21 years old; and the products are not marketed towards children. 

The Minnesota Board of Pharmacy (“Board”) is the state agency with oversight of THC Products. There 
is currently no state-level license required in order to sell THC Products and the Board does not test or 
approve products prior to their sale. 

At their July 19th, 2022 Committee of the Whole meeting, the City Council discussed the Act and 
ultimately decided that given there is a great deal of uncertainty regarding the new Act, it is in the City’s 
best interest to discuss adoption of an interim moratorium ordinance to allow staff time to study the topic. 

Request: 
Staff is requesting discussion and direction on this item. 

Attachment: 
Draft Moratorium Ordinance 

Memo for Discussion 
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ORDINANCE NO. XXX 
 

AN INTERIM ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING STUDIES AND IMPOSING A 
MORATORIUM ON THE SALE OF CANNABIS PRODUCTS  

 
The City Council of the City of Isanti does ordain as follows: 

 
ARTICLE I. Legislative Findings 

 
(a) There is a great deal of uncertainty regarding the effect of Minnesota Laws 2022, Chapter 

98 (“Act”) amending Minnesota Statutes, section 151.72  to allow the sale of edible and 
nonedible cannabinoid products that contain no more than 0.3% of tetrahydrocannabinol, 
commonly known as THC (“Cannabis Products”). 

 
(b) Because the proposal to allow the sale of Cannabis Products received little publicity until 

the Act went into effect on July 1, 2022, the City of Isanti (“City”) did not have an 
opportunity to study and consider the potential impacts of the Act on the City. Nor did the 
City Council have sufficient time to engage in policy discussions regarding the 
regulations the City Council may elect to impose on the sale of Cannabis Products. 

 
(c) The Act authorizes the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy to enforce the Act, but the Act 

does not provide for any licensing of manufacturers or of those who sell Cannabis 
Products. While the new law does enact some requirements for labeling and testing, the 
law provides no parameters regulating issues with as production, compliance checks, or 
sales of Cannabis Products.  The Act is also silent regarding the enactment of local 
regulations related to Cannabis Products. 

 
(d) The Legislature did not expressly prohibit or limit local regulations, and the regulations 

established in the Act clearly do not constitute the Legislature having occupied the field 
of regulation regarding the sale of Cannabis Products. 

 
(e) The City Council finds the uncertainties associated with sale of Cannabis Products, and 

the options for local regulation, compels the need for a study to develop information the 
City Council can rely on as it engages in policy discussions related to potential regulation 
of Cannabis Products through the adoption of licensing and zoning controls. 

 
(f) The City Council is authorized to adopt an interim ordinance “to regulate, restrict, or 

prohibit any use . . . within the jurisdiction or a portion thereof for a period not to exceed 
one year from the date it is effective.” Minnesota Statutes, section 462.355, subdivision 
4(a). 

 
(g) The Minnesota Supreme Court in Almquist v. Town of Marshan, 245 N.W.2d 819 

(Minn. 1976) upheld the enactment of a moratorium despite the lack of express statutory 
authority as being a power inherent in a broad legislative grant of power to 
municipalities. In most cases, the enactment of business licensing requirements is based 
on a city’s police powers, which is the broadest grant of power to cities. Inherent in that 
broad grant of authority is the power to temporarily place a moratorium on a business 
activity to study and potentially implement licensing regulations on that business 
activity. 

 
(h) There are both licensing and zoning issues associated with the sale of Cannabis Products 
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the City Council determines it needs time to study to consider the development and 
adoption of appropriate local regulations. In order to protect the planning process and the 
health, safety, and welfare of the residents while the City conducts its study and the City 
Council engages in policy discussions regarding possible regulations, the City Council 
determines it is in the best interests of the City to impose a temporary moratorium on the 
sale of Cannabis Products. 

 
ARTICLE II. Definitions. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following words, terms, and phrases 
shall have the meanings given them in this Article. 

 
(a) “Act” means 2022 Minnesota Session Laws, Chapter 98 (H.F. No. 4065), amending 

Minnesota Statutes, section 151.72. 
 

(b) “Cannabis Products” means Edible Cannabinoid Product and any other product that 
became lawful to sell for the first time in Minnesota effective July 1, 2022, as a result of 
the adoption of the Act. 

 
(c) “City” means the City of Isanti. 

 
(d) “City Code” means the Municipal Code of Isanti, Minnesota. 

 
(e) “Edible Cannabinoid Product” has the same meaning given the term in Minnesota 

Statutes, section 151.72, subdivision 1(c). 
 

(f) “Electronic Delivery Device” means an electronic product that is designed to use, or that 
uses, liquids or pre-loaded cartridges to simulate smoking in the delivery of nicotine or 
any other substance through inhalation of the aerosol or vapor produced from the 
substance. 

 
(g) “Tobacco” means and includes cigarettes and any product containing, made, or derived 

from tobacco that is intended for human consumption, whether chewed, smoked, 
absorbed, dissolved, inhaled, snorted, sniffed, or ingested by any other means, or any 
component, part, or accessory of a tobacco product; cigars; cheroots; stogies; perique; 
granulated, plug cut, crimp cut, ready rubbed, and other smoking tobacco; snuff; snuff 
flour; cavendish; plug and twist tobacco; fine cut and other chewing tobaccos; shorts; 
refuse scraps, clippings, cuttings and sweepings of tobacco; and other kinds and forms of 
tobacco. Tobacco excludes any tobacco product that has been approved by the United 
States Food and Drug Administration for sale as a tobacco cessation product, as a tobacco 
dependence product, or for other medical purposes, and is being marketed and sold solely 
for such an approved purpose. 

 
(h) “Tobacco-Related Products” mean Tobacco and related materials and devices used in 

rolling, smoking, or storing Tobacco. The term includes Electronic Delivery Devices 
and the substances sold for use by such devices. 

 
ARTICLE III. Study. The City Council hereby authorizes and directs the City Administrator to 
have City staff and City Attorney conduct a study on the following matters: 

 
(a) Cannabis Products. The City shall conduct a study regarding Cannabis Products and 

provide the City Council a report on the potential regulations of such products. The 
report shall include the City staff’s recommendations on whether the City Council 



4 
 

 

should adopt regulations and, if so, the recommended types of regulations. The study 
shall consider, but is not limited to, the following: 

 
(1) The potential impacts of the sale, testing, manufacturing, or distribution of Cannabis 

Products within the City; 
 

(2) Licensing the sale, testing, manufacturing, or distribution of Cannabis Products and 
related regulations; and 

 
(3) Zoning regulations related to the sale, manufacture, testing, and distribution of 

Cannabis Products as uses within the City. 
 

ARTICLE IV. Moratorium. A moratorium is hereby imposed within the City on the following: 
 

(a) No business, person, or entity may test, manufacture, distribute, or offer for sale or sell 
Cannabis Products to the public within the jurisdictional boundaries of the City for 
twelve (12) months from the effective date of this ordinance.  
 

(b) The City shall not issue any license or permit related to Cannabis Products from twelve 
(12) months from the effective date of this ordinance.  No license, application, site 
plan, building permit, zoning approval, or other permit of any kind, by any individual, 
establishment, organization, or business involved in the proposed sale, testing, 
manufacturing, or distribution of Cannabis Products within the City shall be accepted 
or considered for twelve (12) months from the effective date of this ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE V. Violations. During the period of the moratorium, it is a violation of this Ordinance to do 
any of the following within the City: 

 
(a) Test, manufacture, distribute, or offer for sale or sell Cannabis Products; 

 
ARTICLE VI. Exceptions. The moratorium imposed by this Ordinance does not apply to the following: 

 
(a) The sale of medical cannabis or hemp products that were lawful to sell prior to the 

effective date of the Act; or 
 

(b) Businesses engaged in the sale of Cannabis Products within the City prior to the 
effective date of this Ordinance. 

 
ARTICLE VII. Enforcement. A violation of this Ordinance shall be a misdemeanor. In addition, the 
City may enforce this Ordinance by mandamus, injunction, other appropriate civil remedy in any court of 
competent jurisdiction, or through the City’s administrative penalties program under Section 205 of the 
City Code. 

 
ARTICLE VIII. Effective Date and Term. This Ordinance shall be effective upon the first day of 
publication after adoption and shall have a maximum term of 12 months. This Ordinance shall remain in 
effect until the expiration of the 12 month term, until it is expressly repealed by the City Council, or until 
the effective date of an ordinance amending the City Code to address Cannabis Products, whichever 
occurs first.  

 
ARTICLE IX. General Provisions. 
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(a) Not Codified. This Ordinance is transitory in nature and shall not be codified into the City 

Code. 
 

(b) Severability. Every section, provision, and part of this Ordinance is declared severable from 
every other article, section, provision, and part thereof. If any article, section, provision, or part 
of this Ordinance is held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall 
not invalidate any other article, section, provision, or part of this Ordinance. 
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Adopted by the Isanti City Council this ____ day of ________, 2022. 

Attest: Mayor Jeff Johnson 

Jaden Strand 
City Clerk 

Posting Date:   
CC Reading Date: 
Publication Date: 
Effective Date: 



To: Mayor Johnson and Members of the City Council 
From: Stephanie Hillesheim, Community Development Director 
Date: August 16, 2022 
Subject: Landscaping Ordinance and Tree Requirement Update  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Background 
The City has recently been working through some clarification of City Zoning Ordinance Section 
15: Fence, Screening and Landscaping due to some conversations held between a resident and 
builder in regards to what is allowed and what steps are necessary regarding landscaping, escrow, 
etc.  

After looking at timelines and what City staff have been directed to do by past development 
agreements, we have come to the conclusion that there is inconsistency between current City 
Ordinance and what has been accepted for residential landscaping in new developments.  

City Ordinance 445: Section 15  
City Ordinance 445: Section 15: Fencing, Screening and Landscaping was adopted in 2008. The 
language from this section precedes Ordinance 445 and was actually adopted in 2006 as part of City 
Ordinance 382. Prior, Ordinance 254 governed landscaping requirements, and previously Ordinance 
176 was originally adopted in 1993.  

Looking back through the years specifically when development agreements were entered into, the 
City currently follows all of these Ordinance requirements for specific parcels, as well as other 
requirements outlined in specific PUDs for trees planted on newly developed residential parcels. 

Prior to entering into the development agreement for Legacy Pines and approving the Final Plat, it 
was part of the Villages on the Rum Development as phase VII. The final constructed phase of 
Villages on the Rum 3rd Addition, Phase IV was established in 2006 and was agreed upon to follow 
the City Ordinance 382.  This phase of the development was the first in the City of Isanti to 
officially be established under the new standards requiring the number of trees planted increase with 
the lot sizes over 8,000 square feet. All parcels in previous phases of Villages on the Rum were held 
to the previous Ordinance 254 which required 2 trees per residential lot established in their 
development agreements. Research indicates that the preceding ordinance requirements were 
continued in Villages on the Rum 3rd Addition, Phase IV and the agreed upon requirements outlined 
in the Development Agreement were not upheld. From what can be assumed, staff turnover in a 
number of positions lead to even further divergence to uphold current ordinance standards when 
Legacy Pines was approved with Ordinance 445 as the defined standards for residential tree 
requirements.   

MEMO for Committee of the 
Whole 

 E.7.



 
Moving Forward 
City staff have been researching the best way to move forward with this issue. We understand it 
is not reasonable for the City to require all new and lots currently under construction to begin 
planting more trees as their neighboring lots were not held to the same standards, or force all lots 
to plant additional trees. At the same time it is our job to ensure City Ordinance is upheld. Our 
recommendation is to revise the development agreement for Legacy Pines to reflect the standards 
that have been precedent in the development, 2 trees per residential lot (4 on corner lots). With 
only a few lots remaining in Legacy Pines this will allow the status quo to be met and provide 
guidance for City Staff moving forward. City staff also recommend we require Fairway Greens 
North, the newest development under construction in Isanti, to follow through with the existing 
Ordinance 445 requirements as stated in their development agreement. Staff will uphold the 
requirements on the attached chart for all lots moving forward, unless the Development 
Agreement for that parcel states otherwise. We would like to send the requirements to all of the 
builders in Fairway Greens North, and other developments moving forward. Information will be 
included in the packet of information each time a building permit for a new home is pulled. We 
also recommend stating this information on stickers upon plan review completion by the 
Building Official to building plans. Clear communication with builders is crucial to upholding 
ordinance requirements and maintaining good relationships.  
Request: 
City Staff would like direction moving forward on this issue to potentially amend the Development 
Agreement for Legacy Pines to include language on tree requirements, which will brought forward 
at a City Council meeting. 
 
 
Attachments: 

• Landscaping Requirements Chart  
• City Zoning Ordinance 445, Section 15: Fencing, Screening and Landscaping  
• Legacy Pines Development Agreement 

 



 
Lot Size  

Less than 8000 sq. ft. lot 
8000 – 12,000 sq. ft. lots or 
100’-150’ of street frontage 

Corner lots, more than 12,000 sq. ft. lots 
or more than 150’ of street frontage 

2.5 inch – Primary Trees 2 3 *4 
 * Requires at least three different species  

• All residential properties shall provide a minimum of two (2) trees. 
• No more than 50% of trees may be the same species.  
• Each tree shall be planted a minimum of five (5) feet from the public right-of-way. 
• The majority of trees shall be planted in front of the primary structure. For corner lots, trees may be planted along the secondary 

street frontage.  
• Conifers and deciduous trees found in the City’s Secondary Tree list may be substituted for a Primary Tree at the ratio of 3:2. 
• If smaller trees are utilized, one and one-half (1.5) inch Primary Trees may be substituted at a ratio of 2:1 for full-sized trees. 
• Secondary of Ornamental trees, one and one-half (1.5) inches in diameter or four (4) foot tall conifer trees may be substituted at a 

ratio of 3:1 for required full sized Primary trees.  
• Soil Requirement: All disturbed areas that are not planned to receive an impervious surface shall be graded and finished with a 

minimum layer of four (4) inches of Premium Topsoil that is screened, pulverized and in compliance with the requirements as 
defined by MNDOT specifications.  

Primary Deciduous Trees Common Names 
Acer freemanii Autumn Blaze (Red Maple x Silver Maple 
Acer platanoides (various species) Norway Maples – Cleveland, Columnar, Crimson King, Emerald, etc. 
Acer rubrum Red Maple 
Acer saccharum Sugar Maple or Hard Maple 
Betula nigra River Birch 
Carya ovate Shagbark Hickory 
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry 
Quercus alba Oak, White 
Quercus coceinea Scarlet Oak 
Quercus macrocarpa Oak, Bur 
Tilia Americana American Linden (aka – Basswood) 
Tilia cordata Littleleaf Linden or Greenspire Linden 

  
Secondary Deciduous Trees Common Names 

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore Maple 
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse Chestnut 
Aesculus octandra Yellow Buckeye 
Aralia elata Japanese Angelica Tree 
Betula lenta Sweet or Black Birch 
Carpinus betula European Hornbeam 
Carya cordiformis Bitternut Hickory 
Corylus colurna Turkish Filbert 
Catalpa speciosa Northern Catalpa 
Fagus Beech (both North American and European) 
Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo (only male trees permitted) 
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis Honeylocust, thornless or ‘Imperial or ‘Skyline’ 
Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky Coffeetree 
Junglans nigra Black Walnut 

Landscape Reference Chart 



Liriodendron tulipifera Tuliptree (best grown w/ sprinkler system) 
Phellodendron amurense Amur Corktree 
Quercus rubra Red Oak 
Quercus palustris Pin Oak 
Tilia x euchlora  ‘Redmond’ Linden 
Tilia platyphyllos Bigleaf Linden 
  

Conifers Common Names 
Abies balsamea Fir, Balsam 
Abies concolor Fir, Concolor 
Larix laricina Tamarack 
Picea abies Spruce, Norway 
Picea glauca Spruce, White 
Picea glauca densata Spruce, Black Hills 
Picea pungens Spruce, Colorado Green, ‘Glauca’ Spruce, Colorado Blue 
Pinus nigra Pine, Austrian 
Pinus ponderosa Pine, Ponderosa (may not be hardy) 
Pinus resinosa Pine, Norway (aka – Red Pine) 
Pinus strobes Pine, White 
Pinus sylvestris Pine, Scotch 
Pseudotsuga menziesii Fir, Douglas 
Thuja occidentalis Arborvitae 
Thuja occidentalis ‘Techny’ Techny Arborvitae 
  

Ornamentals Common Names 
Acer ginnala Maple, Amur 
Acer tataricum Tatarian Maple (similar to Amur Maple) 
Amelanchier Serviceberry or Juneberry 
Carpinus caroliniana American Hornbeam 
Cornus alternifolia Pagoda Dogwood 
Crataegus spp.  Hawthorne ‘Winter King’ or ‘Washington’ 
Maackia amurensis Amur Maackia 
Malus baccata columnaris Crabapple, Columnar Siberian 
Malus (various species) Crabapple, flowering – Varieties; Dolgo, Flame, Radiant, Red, Silver, 

Red Splendor 
Ostrya virginiana Ironwood (aka – American Hophornbeam) 
Prunus cerasifera ‘Newport’ Plum, Newport 
Prunus maackii Amur Chokecherry 
Prunus triloba Plum, flowering or Rose Tree of China 
Prunus virginiana ‘Schubert’ Chokecherry, Schubert’s 
Syringa reticulate Japanese Tree Lilac 

 

This Reference Chart briefly summarizes most of the important parts of Ordinance # 445. Please see the ordinance for a list 
of Prohibited Trees, Permitted Trees Not Meeting Landscape Requirements, and more information about landscaping. Visit the 
City website at www.cityofisanti.us for more information. 

http://www.cityofisanti.us/
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SECTION 15:  FENCING, SCREENING, AND LANDSCAPING 

Subdivision 1 General Provisions 
Subdivision 2 Residential Fences 
Subdivision 3 Non-Residential Fences 
Subdivision 4 Screening Fences and Planting Screens 
Subdivision 5 Landscaping Requirements 

Subdivision 1:  General Provisions. 
Except as otherwise provided herein, all fences and walls within the City shall be subject to the following general 
provisions: 
A. Permit Required.

1. Building Permit.  Prior to the construction and/or installation of a fence, an application for a 
building permit shall be obtained from the City and shall specify the intended location, character, 
and size of such fence or wall.

2. Zoning Permit.  For all other fences, not meeting the requirements for a building permit, a zoning 
permit must be obtained prior to construction on the property.

B. Maintenance.  All fences shall be properly maintained, so as not to become unsightly, hazardous, or 
constitute a nuisance.  Damaged and destroyed fences shall be removed and replaced within thirty (30) days 
upon written notice from the Community Development Director or his/her designee.  All fences shall be 
maintained at the property owner’s expense.  The persons, firms, corporations, or individuals constructing 
or causing the construction of such fence shall be responsible for maintaining that part of the property 
between the fence and the property line.

C. Installation.
1. The side of any fence or wall considered to be its “face” (finished side with no structural supports) 

shall face either the abutting property or the street right-of-way.
2. Upon installation of the fence, no physical damage shall occur to the abutting property owner 

unless it has been permitted under written agreement with the adjacent property owner.

D. Prohibited Materials.  Fences shall not be constructed from chicken wire, welded wire, snow fence, 
branches, or materials originally intended for other purposes.  Electric fencing and metal sheeting are also 
prohibited materials.  Barbed-wire fencing is prohibited in all non-industrial districts.

E. Setbacks.
1. On corner lots or lots adjacent to railroad right-of-ways, streets or public roads, no fence shall be 

located in the vision clearance triangle, as shown within Section 4 of this Ordinance.
2. Privacy fences shall be setback a minimum of two (2) feet from any street right-of-way.
3. Fences shall be located on the property of the owner.  All posts and framework shall be placed 

within the property lines of the fence owner.
4. No fence shall enclose a water shutoff valve to the interior.  A 12-inch minimum separation 

between the fence and the water shutoff valve must be maintained.
5. No fences shall be permitted within a stormwater flow path.
6. Fences within a storm pond drainage easement must provide for the free flow of water by using a 

material such as chain-link or by providing a minimum ground clearance of four (4) inches.
7. Fences located within storm pond drainage easements shall be reviewed by Public Works and/or 

The City Engineer. (Ord. No. 647)

F. Retaining Walls.  Retaining walls exceeding four (4) feet in height, including staged walls which 
cumulatively exceed four (4) feet in height, must be constructed in accordance with plans prepared by a 
registered engineer or landscaped architect.  Building permits for construction of a retaining wall over four
(4) feet are required. 
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G. Property Owner Responsibility.  Any fence located on the property line or within a drainage and utility
easement shall be removed upon request of the City and at the expense of the property owner.

Subdivision 2:  Residential Fences 
The following regulations shall apply to all residential properties located within the City. 
A. Maximum Height.  Fences shall be no higher than three (3) feet when extended past the front corner of the

home or garage of the principal structure.  Fences shall be no higher than six (6) feet in the rear and side
yards and shall not extend past the front corner of the principal structure.  Fence height shall be measured
from the finished grade level.

FIGURE 12:  Fence Location 

Note:  Drawing has been provided to show the limitations on the location of a six (6) foot fence, in 
reference to the principal structure on an interior lot only.  Corner lots must meet the requirements as 

provided within the text of this Ordinance.   

B. Exceptions.  The following exceptions apply to residential fences.
1. On corner lots, the street side setback may match the setback of the prevailing fence line of the 

corner lot immediately abutting such property.  However, at no time shall the fence be within the 
right-of-way or the vision clearance triangle, as shown within Section 4 of this Ordinance.  Such 
fence location shall be subject to approval by the Community Development Director or his / her 
designee. (Ord. No. 623)

2. On corner lots and through lots, a four (4) foot chain-link fence that is less than ten (10) percent 
opaque or ninety (90) percent transparent may be placed along the secondary street frontage.

3. Fences permitted past the front corner of the principal structure shall meet the height requirements 
as specified within this Section.  Chain-link fences shall not be permitted within the front yard.  A 
decorative fence is the only type of fence permitted past the front corner of the principal structure 
and shall have an opaqueness of no greater than 50%.

4. Screening fences, as required by Chapter 227, Article II of the City Code of the City of Isanti; for 
screening of stored recreational vehicles within the side or rear yard shall meet one of the 
following acceptable screening options: (Ord. No. 608)
a. A fencing screen per Subdivision 4(A) of this Section and shall obscure from view at 

ground level any neighboring property or public street by at least 80% of the area.
b. Installation of a planting screen. Where natural materials, such as trees or hedges are 

approved in lieu of required screening by means of walls or fences, density and species of 
planting shall be such to achieve 80% opaqueness year round from view at ground level 
at any neighboring property or public street.
(1) Acceptable plantings include arborvitae, upright juniper, upright yew, fountain 

hemlock, or other species approved by the Zoning Administrator.
(2) Plants shall be 4’-5’ in height when purchased for installation.
(3) Plantings must be spaced within half the plants spread at maturity. 
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(4) Plant material centers shall not be located closer than three (3) feet from a side 
or rear property line or twelve (12) feet from a front property line and shall not 
be planted to conflict with public plantings, drainage and utility easements, 
sidewalks, trails, fences, parking areas, and driveways based on the judgment 
of the Community Development Director or his/her designee.

(5) All planting screens shall be reviewed and approved by the Community 
Development Director or his/her designee.

(6) Planting screens shall be maintained in a healthy condition. Dead material shall 
be removed and replaced within thirty (30) days upon written notice of the 
Community Development Director or his/her designee. 

FIGURE 13:  Fence Opacity 

Subdivision 3:  Non-Residential Fences 
A. Commercial and Industrial properties may construct security fences up six (6) feet in height.  Fences in

excess of six (6) feet shall require a conditional use permit.

B. Barbed-wire fencing is permitted in Industrial Districts only.  Barbed wire security arms shall be
constructed at a minimum of six (6) feet in height.  The security arm shall be angled in such a manner that
it does not overhang any lot lines.

Subdivision 4:  Screening Fences and Planting Screens 
All commercial and industrial uses and transitional lot areas as stipulated within this ordinance that are required to 
provide screening shall do so through the use of one of the following, subject to recommendation by the Planning 
Commission and approval by the City Council. 
A. Screening Fence.

1. Screening Fences shall be at maximum of six (6) feet in height with a minimum opaqueness of 80
percent.  Screening height shall be measured from the finished grade level.

2. Screening fences shall be constructed of masonry, brick, wood, chain-link or steel and shall be
compatible with the principal building on the site and with the surrounding properties.

3. Fencing may be placed along the property line, providing mutual written consent has been granted
by the abutting property owners and filed along with a copy of the certificate of survey to the City
prior to construction.

4. Barbed-wire fencing is permitted in industrial districts only, and provided that the following
conditions are met:
a. The fencing shall be constructed at a minimum of six (6) feet above ground level.
b. The fencing does not overhang any lot lines.

5. Screening fences or walls shall be setback five (5) feet from the property line, if a mutual written
agreement has not been filed and if the property is not adjacent to a street right-of-way.
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6. A combination of coniferous and deciduous trees may be planted to soften the appearance of the
fence or wall from adjacent properties or the public street.

B. Planting Screens.
1. Planting screens shall consist of a row of alternating evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs. 

The species and size shall be in accordance with Subdivision 5, of this Section.
2. The trees shall be placed in such proximity as to form a screen.
3. Planting screens shall be maintained in a healthy condition.  Dead material shall be removed and 

replaced within thirty (30) days upon written notice of the Community Development Director or 
his/her designee. 

Subdivision 5:  Landscaping Requirements 
A. Purpose.  The purpose of this Subdivision is to provide specifications, which will guide landscaping within

residential, commercial, mixed-use, and industrial districts; will provide buffering between different and
more intense land uses; will ensure that native trees and vegetation are preserved and replenished ; will aid
in the stabilization of the environment’s ecological balance by reducing storm water runoff and improving
surface water quality; and will enhance the overall beauty and appearance of the City.

B. General Requirements.
1. City Tree lists.  The following trees may be used to meet planting and landscaping requirements.

If other tree varieties are desired; they shall be approved by CityStaff.

TABLE 4:  Primary and Secondary Deciduous Tree List 

Primary Deciduous Trees Common Names 
Acer freemanii Autumn Blaze (Red Maple x Silver Maple) 
Acer platonoides (various species) Norway Maples -  Cleveland, Columnar, Crimson 

King, Emeral Lustre, Emerald Queen, Schwedler, 
etc. 

Acer rubrum Red Maple 
Acer saccharum Sugar Maple or Hard Maple 
Betula nigra River Birch 
Carya ovate Shagbark Hickory 
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry 
Quercus alba Oak, White 
Quercus coceinea Scarlet Oak 
Quercus macrocarpa Oak, Bur 
Tilia Americana American Linden (aka – Basswood) 
Tilia cordata Littleleaf Linden or Greenspire Linden 

Secondary Deciduous Trees Common Names 
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore Maple 
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse Chestnut 
Aesculus octandra Yellow Buckeye 
Aralia elata Japanese Angelica Tree 
Betula alleghanie Yellow Birch 
Betula lenta Sweet or Black Birch 
Carpinus betula European Hornbeam 
Carya cordiformis Bitternut Hickory 
Corylus colurna Turkish Filbert 

Catalpa speciosa Northern Catalpa 
Fagus Beech (both North American and European) 
Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo (only male trees permitted) 
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis Honeylocust, thornless or ‘Imperial’ or ‘Skyline’ 
Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky Coffeetree 
Junglans nigra Black Walnut 
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Liriodendron tulipifera Tuliptree (best grown w/ sprinkler system) 
Phellodendron amurense Amur Corktree 
Quercus rubra Red Oak 
Quercus palustris Pin Oak 
Tilia x euchlora ‘Redmond’ Linden 
Tilia platyphyllos Bigleaf Linden 

TABLE 5:  Ornamental Tree List 

Ornamentals Common Names 
Acer ginnala Maple, Amur 
Acer tataricum Tatarian Maple (similar to Amur Maple) 
Amelanchier Serviceberry or Juneberry 
Carpinus caroliniana American Hornbeam 
Cornus alternifolia Pagoda Dogwood 
Crataegus spp. Hawthorne ‘Winter King’ or ‘Washington’ 
Maackia amurensis Amur Maackia 
Malus baccata columnaris Crabapple, Columnar Siberian 
Malus (various species) Crabapple, flowering – Varieties; Dolgo, Flame, 

Radiant, Red, Silver, Red Splendor  
Ostrya virginiana Ironwood (aka – American Hophornbeam) 
Prunus cerasifera ‘Newport’ Plum, Newport 
Prunus maackii Amur Chokecherry 
Prunus triloba Plum, flowering or Rose Tree of China 
Prunus virginiana ‘Schubert’ Chokecherry, Schubert’s 
Syringa reticulate Japenese Tree Lilac 

TABLE 6:  Coniferous Tree List 

Conifers Common Names 
Abies balsamea Fir, Balsam 
Abies concolor Fir, Concolor 
Larix laricina Tamarack 
Picea abies Spruce, Norway 
Picea glauca Spruce, White 
Picea glauca densata Spruce, Black Hills 
Picea pungens Spruce, Colorado Green 
Picea pungens ‘Glauca’ Spruce, Colorado Blue 
Pinus nigra Pine, Austrian 
Pinus ponderosa Pine, Ponderosa (may not be hardy) 
Pinus resinosa Pine, Norway (aka – Red Pine) 
Pinus strobes Pine, White 
Pinus sylvestris Pine, Scotch 
Pseudotsuga menziesii Fir, Douglas 
Thuja occidentalis Arborvitae 
Thuja occidentalis ‘Techny’ Techny Arborvitae 

TABLE 7:  Permitted Trees Not Meeting Landscaping Requirements 

Allowed – but not used to meet requirements 
Acer saccaharinum ‘Silver Queen’ Maple, (still weak limbs/large roots) 
Aesculus glabra Ohio Buckeye (questionable – mildew, blight, leaf 

scorch all of which may disfigure) 
Betula papyrifera Birch, Paper (questionable – birch borer – 

understory) 
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Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian Olive 
Morus (Rubra and Alba) Red and White Mulberry 
Populus tremuloides Quaking Aspen 
Quercus bicolor Oak, Bicolor (recategorized because it prefers clay 

soil) 
Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust 
Salix Willow 
Ulmus Americana American Elm (recategorized – Dutch Elm Disease) 
Rhus Sumac 

TABLE 8:  Prohibited Trees 

Not allowed to be planted within the City 
Acer negundo Boxelder 
Betula pendula ‘Dalecarlica’ Birch (aka – cut leaf weeping) 
Rhamnus Buckthorn 
Ulmus pumila Siberian Elm 
Populus Poplar 
Populus deltoids Cottonwood 

2. All properties shall provide one (1) tree per fifty (50) feet of lot frontage, or fraction thereof.
3. Deciduous trees shall be two and one-half (2.5) inches in diameter and Coniferous/Evergreen tress

shall be six (6) feet in height above the root ball at the time of installation.
4. All trees shall be measured according to American Standards for Nursery Stock.
5. No more than fifty (50) percent of the required trees provide on the property may be of the same

species.
6. Underground sprinkler systems.

a. Sprinkler systems shall be provided as part of each new development for all landscaped
areas, except those areas on the property that will be preserved in their natural state.

b. Single-family and two-family dwellings as well as additions to existing structures, in
which the addition will not exceed the floor area of the existing structure, are exempt
from this provision.

c. On all lots, the City may permit alternative landscaping options, which may not require
an irrigation system.  Such alternative options shall be reviewed by the Planning
Commission.  Alternative landscape options include, but are not limited to, rock gardens,
natural prairie grass, and rain gardens.

7. Tree Preservation Requirements.
a. A reasonable attempt shall be made to preserve as many existing trees as practicable on a

property.
b. Existing trees identified to be preserved shall be protected by orange snow fencing.  The

fencing shall be installed at the dripline and shall remain in place throughout the
construction process, from excavation to the completion of the landscaping.

c. No construction materials or equipment shall be located within the fenced area.  Grade
changes within the fenced area are prohibited.  Soil compaction in the critical root zone
or damage to trunks or limbs shall be avoided.

d. Should the property owner, developer, or homeowner fail to install or maintain tree
protection fencing; existing trees located on the property shall not be counted towards the
landscaping requirements.

C. Residential Requirements.  In addition to the general requirements noted, properties located within 
residential districts, shall be subject to the following regulations.
1. Soil Requirements.  All disturbed areas that are not planned to receive an impervious surface shall 

be graded and finished with a minimum layer of four (4) inches of Premium Topsoil that is 
screened, pulverized and in compliance with the requirements as defined by MNDOT 
specifications Section. 
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a. The topsoil shall be hauled from a pre-approved source certified by the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation or the material shall be tested by an independent laboratory 
hired by the applicant  Any material tested that is not within MNDOT standards will be 
considered not in compliance and rejected from use within the City limits.

b. A certificate or written verification shall be provided to the Building Official, which 
includes the name of the certified site in which the soil was purchased, the type of soil, 
and the purchase date.

c. No credit will be given for soil thickness associated with the soil attached to the root zone 
of sod rolls.  Any area receiving sod shall be graded with four (4) inches of premium 
topsoil before the sod is placed. 

2. Turf Requirements.  All areas disturbed by new construction or not covered by established lawn or
turf shall be sodded.  Those areas to be maintained as natural areas as provided for within a
developer’s agreement or any wetlands that may be located on the property are exempt from this
provision.  The Building Official may waive this requirement upon inspection of the property.

3. Tree Requirements.  The following quantity and type of trees are required.
a. All residential properties shall provide a minimum of two (2) trees.
b. Residential lots exceeding 8,000 square feet in area shall provide a minimum of three (3)

trees upon the property.  Corner lots and lots exceeding 12,000 square feet in area shall
provide a minimum of four (4) trees.

c. When calculating the number of required trees, whether based upon lot area or lot
frontage, the greater of the two shall be provided.

d. Trees shall be of varying species and shall be in accordance with the City Tree Lists, as
presented within the Section.  If four (4) or more trees are used, the trees shall be of at
least three (3) different species.  If seven (7) or more trees are planted, trees shall be of at
least four (4) different species.  Other types of trees not listed on the City Tree Lists may
be permitted at the discretion of City Staff.

4. Tree Location.
a. Each tree shall be planted a minimum of five (5) feet from the public right-of-way.
b. The majority of trees shall be planted in front of the primary structure.  For corner lots,

trees may be planted along the secondary street frontage.
5. Tree Substitutions.

a. Conifers and deciduous trees found on the City’s Secondary Tree list may be substituted
for a Primary Tree at a ratio of 3:2.

b. If smaller trees are utilized, one and one-half (1.5) inch Primary Trees may be substituted
at a ratio of 2:1 for full-sized trees.

c. Secondary or Ornamental trees, one and one-half (1.5) inches in diameter or four (4) foot
tall conifer trees may be substituted at a ratio of 3:1 for required full sized Primary trees.

6. Maintenance of Landscaping.
a. The owner or tenant shall be responsible for the maintenance of landscaping provided on

the parcel(s) in a condition presenting a healthy, neat, and orderly appearance; free from
refuse and debris.

b. Trees and ground cover that are required by this Ordinance or by an approved site or
landscape plan and which have died or have been removed shall be replaced within three
(3) months from receipt of notification by the City.  The time for compliance may be
extended to nine (9) months, due to seasonal weather conditions.

D. Non-Residential Requirements.  In addition to the general requirements noted, properties located within
non-residential districts, shall be subject to the following regulations.
1. Minimum Landscaping Requirements.  All open areas of a lot which are not used or improved for

required building areas, parking areas, building expansion areas, drives, sidewalks, storage, or
similar hard surface materials shall be landscaped with a combination of sod, overstory trees,
understory trees, shrubs, flowers, ground cover materials and/or other similar site design features
or materials in a quantity acceptable to the City.
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2. Parking Lot Landscaping. 
a. All parking lots containing over fifty (50) stalls shall be designed to incorporate unpaved, 

landscaped islands in number and dimension as required by the City.  All landscape 
islands shall contain a minimum of 180 square feet.   

b. Islands, which are necessary to promote the safe and efficient flow of traffic shall be in 
addition to those required for parking lots with over fifty (50) stalls and shall be required 
by the City when warranted. 

c. Parking lot landscape areas, including landscape islands, shall be reasonably distributed 
throughout the parking lot area so as to break-up expanses of paved areas.   

d. Parking lot landscape areas shall be provided with deciduous shade trees, ornamental 
trees, evergreen trees, ground cover, mulch and/or shrubbery as determined appropriate 
by the City Council.  Parking lot landscaping shall be contained in planting beds bordered 
by raised concrete curbs.  Alternative landscape options may include, but are not limited 
to natural prairie grass or rain gardens. 

3. Maintenance of Landscaping.  The owner, tenant, and their respective agents shall be responsible 
for the maintenance of all landscaping provided on the parcel(s) in a condition presenting a 
healthy, neat, and orderly appearance; free from refuse and debris.  Plants and ground cover that 
are required by an approved site or landscape plan and which have died shall be replaced within 
three (3) months from receipt of notification by the City.  The time for compliance may be 
extended to nine (9) months, due to seasonal weather conditions.  

4.  Soil Requirements.  A minimum of four (4) inches of topsoil shall be provided upon all lots. 
5. Turf Requirements.  All areas disturbed by new construction or not covered by established lawn or 

turf shall be sodded.  Those areas to be maintained as natural areas as provided for within a 
developer’s agreement or any wetlands that may be located on the property are exempt from this 
provision.  The Building Official may waive this requirement upon inspection of the property. 

6. Tree Requirements.   
a. Landscaping shall provide for an appropriate mix of plantings around the exterior 

footprint of all buildings.  Landscaping shall improve the appearance of the structure and 
break up large unadorned building elevations.  Plantings are not intended to obscure 
views of the building or accessory signage. 

b. Where undeveloped or open areas of a site are located adjacent to a public right-of-way, 
the plan shall provide for deciduous trees.  A minimum of one (1) tree per fifty (50) feet 
of street frontage is required.  The City may approve an alternative if such alternative 
appears to meet the intent of this article. 

c. In addition to deciduous and coniferous trees; shrubs, ornamental trees, perennials and 
annual flowers and bulbs as well as ornamental grasses and ground cover shall be used to 
compliment the landscape plan. 

d. Trees shall be of varying species and shall be in accordance with the City Tree Lists, as 
presented within the Section.  If four (4) or more trees are used, the trees shall be of at 
least three (3) different species.  If seven (7) or more trees are planted, trees shall be of at 
least four (4) different species.  Other types of trees not listed on the City Tree Lists may 
be permitted at the discretion of City Staff. 
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